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The Other Press has been Douglas College’s student newspaper since 
1976. Since 1978 we have been an 
autonomous publication, independent 
of the student union. We are a 
registered society under the Society 
Act of British Columbia, governed 
by an eight-person board of directors 
appointed by Wand from our staff. 
Our head office is located in the New 
Westminster campus.  
The Other Press is published 
weekly during the fall and winter 
semesters, and monthly during the 
summer. We receive our funding 
from a student levy collected 
through tutition fees every semester 
at registration, and from local and 
national advertising revenue. The 
Other Press is a member of the 
Canadian University Press (CUP), 
a syndicate of student newspapers 
that includes papers from all across 
Canada. 
The Other Press reserves the 
right to choose what we will publish, 
and we will not publish material 
that is hateful, obscene, or condones 
or promotes illegal activities. 
Submissions may be edited for clarity 
and brevity if necessary. All images 
used are copyright to their respective 
owners. 
Our collective meets every Monday @ 6:00p.m. Anyone can join!
Well that didn’t take long. We haven’t even cracked the month of December and Christmas has already infiltrated 
the pages of the Other Press, which is actually the topic behind 
my Lettitor for this week. 
Admittedly, I’m an enormous fan of the holidays. The 
corpse of Halloween was still warm when I had already moved 
on to thinking about the pending Christmas season. I’m not 
a religious fella and I’m not even that big on accumulating 
material wealth. I just love the holiday because of the festive 
spirit that comes with it. I find everyone’s smiles are just a touch 
brighter, that egg and nog combination that everyone hates 
to love makes its annual resurgence, and I can finally watch A 
Muppet’s Christmas Carol without getting the stink-eye. I even 
took the initiative and bought six stockings to hang in the 
Other Press office, one for each of your favourite sections in the 
newspaper. Some of our staff appreciated my holiday zeal, but 
the more common response was a skeptical “Isn’t it a bit early 
for Christmas stuff?”
Quite simply, no.
Let’s look at the main reasons why people are anti-
premature Christmas celebration. Probably the most frequent 
reason I encounter is that a head start on the holiday means 
oversaturation is inevitable. Christmas music is overplayed 
before we even get to touch the chocolate in our advent 
calendars; holiday-centric ads pop up like coffee shops on Main 
Street. I can’t say I’ve ever been afflicted with this sick-of-the-
holidays-before-they-even-start attitude because I do my best to 
avoid these cesspools. Don’t go to the mall as frequently as you 
do (they’re holiday hotspots), watch less television (or choose 
devices without commercials), and maybe go into the coming 
months without the expectation that you’re going to be sick of 
Christmas after a week. Make a few of these shifts and maybe 
you can avoid being the Grinch that no one wants to invite to 
their holiday fiesta.
Another reason why people seem to be anti-Christmas in 
November is because of Remembrance Day, a holiday dedicated 
to remembering the sacrifices made by soldiers to ensure our 
country’s freedom. Remembrance Day has always been an 
interesting concept for me because while some people honour 
it rightfully, others see it as simply a day off. The reality here 
is that Remembrance Day isn’t of commercial interest for 
businesses. The Christmas season is the busiest time of the year 
for retail; being respectful doesn’t equate to being profitable. 
This isn’t an excuse, but I’m just stating the facts. Superstore 
isn’t going to have a sale for Remembrance Day but the first 
round of Christmas fruitcake—no matter how gross, I might 
add—will definitely have interested parties. Until businesses 
find a way to make a profit from Remembrance Day, which 
they absolutely shouldn’t because that would be soulless 
and insensitive, they’re going to skip over it and dive into 
Christmas.
Neither of these reasons are enough for me to stop and 
reconsider my festive spirit coming early every year. I’ll 
more than likely be decorating my apartment with Christmas 
décor in the coming week, I’ve started looking into potential 
playlist music for the season, and I’ve already started some 
of my shopping too—by that, I mean I bought a subscription 
to Modern Cat magazine for a gag gift. People like Christmas, 
and complaining about the holiday won’t make them any less 
interested in celebrating it.
So it goes,
Jacey Gibb
Editor-in-chief
“It’s the first season of Lost on DVD.” 
“That’s the meaning of Christmas?” 
“No, it’s a metaphor. It represents 
lack of payoff.”
- Abed’s Uncontrollable Christmas
3News.www.theotherpress.ca
To the Members of the New Westminster Police 
Department and the general public,
On November 5, the Other Press published 
an article both online and in print titled “New 
Westminster Police Under Investigation” which 
reported on fictitious events surrounding the police 
department accidentally distributing illegal drugs as 
Halloween candy to minors.
On the behalf of the Other Press society, we 
would like to apologize for the article mentioned 
above.
While the article was never meant to be 
interpreted as real reporting, it has come to our 
attention that the piece was seen by several parties 
as actual happenings in our community and that is 
unacceptable. Neither the writer nor the newspaper 
itself had intended for the story to be taken for a 
real-life event, but our intentions are irrelevant. 
The article has had a negative effect on the New 
Westminster Police Department’s image and we hope 
that this apology may reach those of you affected by 
this so the misinformation can be corrected. We are 
also sorry to any members of the community that we 
may have caused alarm in or misled in any away.
The Other Press takes pride in being a 
community-based publication and it pains us to hear 
that something we were responsible for has had 
negative repercussions throughout New Westminster. 
Our mission is to inform and entertain, but never to 
mislead. We recognize our mistake and will be more 
diligent than ever to ensure that future articles, both 
humour-based and otherwise, are fair representations 
of the quality we would like to uphold at the 
newspaper.
We hope that this letter can be seen as an 
example of our sincere apologies for any harm the 
piece may have caused to the New Westminster 
Police Department’s image, to the staff themselves, 
or to the public at large. We have deleted the article 
from our website, as well as removed the online 
version of the issue that was uploaded to issuu.com.
If you have any future comments or concerns, 
you can reach Jacey Gibb, Editor-in-chief, at 
editor@theotherpress.ca
Sincerely, 
The Other Press
A formal apology to the New Westminster Police Department
Part one of our exclusive 
interview with His 
Worship Wayne Wright 
of New Westminster
Last week, New Westminster’s mayor sat 
down with the Other Press 
at his City Hall office to talk 
about a variety of subjects. 
In part one of his interview, 
the mayor discusses how the 
relationship between Douglas 
College and the City of New 
Westminster is a thriving one. 
What is the relationship like 
between the City of New 
Westminster and Douglas 
College?
Douglas College is one of 
the most important institutions 
in our city. I have three that 
are top of mind for me; one is 
Douglas College, another is the 
Justice Institute. We also have a 
couple of medical facilities that 
are crucial. 
Education is a key platform 
of mine for the city because 
if you have an educational 
presence, you can bring more 
people to it and we all want 
more young people, more 
students to come. 
The proof in the pudding 
is that one of my first acts as 
mayor was to sell Douglas 
College, at a substantially 
reduced price, one of the best 
pieces of land in the city, which 
is the old fire hall on Royal 
Avenue and Eighth Street.
So Douglas College is, 
in my mind, in very good 
standing with the City of New 
Westminster.
What do you, or members 
of city council, talk about 
when you meet with Douglas 
College administrators?
It’s constantly how we can 
help them and how they can 
help us and how do we make 
the City of New Westminster 
top of people’s minds in 
education, development, 
community, and livability. 
When you got 20,000 students 
coming into Douglas College, 
you can imagine how many 
people now see what New 
Westminster is like, possibly 
bring a business, and if nothing 
else, they’ll have an awareness 
of us. 
What are your thoughts on 
how Douglas College has 
transformed New Westminster 
from an “old city” into a 
“college town”?
The most obvious change 
is what we see on the streets 
or what we see coming off 
the SkyTrain and the bus 
loops—we see young people. 
And hopefully you have the 
ability to keep them there, so 
that they live here, so that they 
can benefit from our services 
of our city and also so that 
these young people pay taxes 
and also from them creating 
work and taking care of our 
amenities, like our malls. 
If it weren’t for Douglas 
College, we probably would 
not have gotten the [New 
Westminster] SkyTrain station. 
It’s an integral part of the city, 
and I want it to expand. 
Douglas College is a transit 
school, and many students 
leave for other universities 
upon completing their first 
couple of years of post-
secondary education. Would 
you support Douglas College 
expanding its portfolio of 
degree programs?
Yes. In fact, I am in 
contact with [Douglas College 
President] Scott McAlpine and 
he’s probably one of the most 
dynamic people I’ve met in a 
long time and we’re both on 
the same page. So we have the 
same wants in different venues; 
I’m trying to grow the city, 
he’s trying to grow Douglas 
College. It’s probably one of the 
greatest benefits in this job is to 
work with people like that. 
How does Douglas College 
benefit the non-student 
community in New 
Westminster?
Well, the first thing is that 
it brings another lifestyle to the 
city. The exuberance they show 
and the young people on the 
street, it makes it a livable, live 
city. And eventually, when we 
have the right venues, they’ll 
be able to support all the things 
that will go in our downtown. 
We have a new restaurant, a 
new office tower coming, a new 
civic centre. We have probably 
300 to 500 jobs and hopefully 
a lot of them will be filled by 
people from Douglas College. 
In part two of our interview, to be 
published in next week’s issue of 
the Other Press, Mayor Wright 
discusses his future, the recent fire 
in New Westminster, his advice 
for young people looking to get 
into politics, and his thoughts on 
the scandal surrounding Toronto 
Mayor Rob Ford.
New Westminster mayor says Douglas College ‘in good standing’ with the city
Patrick
Vaillancourt
News Editor
news@theotherpress.ca
New Westminster mayor Wayne Wright
Photo courtesy of www.kumonvancouver.wordpress.com
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Report reveals how 
recent forums can bolster 
ties to communities
Douglas College doesn’t want to merely be a 
place where students come 
and go; the college wants 
to be an integral part of the 
communities which surround 
its campuses. To accomplish 
this, Douglas College hosted 
two community engagement 
forums on September 23 and 
24 at the David Lam and 
New Westminster campuses 
respectively. 
The college sent out 
invitations to government, 
corporate, and non-profit 
parties, as well as to involved 
citizens. The goal for the 
forums was to explore existing 
community connections, and to 
find out what the community 
expects from Douglas College. 
College officials also wanted 
to find new ways to connect 
with the community, enhance 
the experience of students, and 
boost local socio-economic and 
environmental conditions in 
adjacent communities. 
The three main themes 
that emerged from the forums 
were connecting community 
members, collaborating with 
others, and communicating 
effectively. Participants wanted 
to be able to connect with others 
around them. This is especially 
important to local groups that 
could use the expertise of the 
students and staff in particular 
programs. If a local group has a 
need for a specialized skill, then 
that group would like to be able 
to connect with the students and 
staff who can provide it, and the 
local organizations can then give 
back with work opportunities—
it’s a mutually beneficial 
scenario. 
Collaboration was another 
central theme to the forums. 
Many community collaborations 
are already under way and 
community leaders hope 
that this will continue in an 
inclusive manner. Cross-cultural 
collaboration with individuals 
and organizations is important 
in the Douglas College 
community, and the community 
engagement forums emphasized 
this point.
Lastly, communicating 
with all members of the region 
is crucial to having effective 
connections and collaborations. 
There was a heightened interest 
in how new technologies, 
such as enhanced websites 
and comprehensive tools, 
could be used to assist in 
fostering relationships. Forum 
participants, especially local 
non-profit organizations, 
expressed great interest in being 
able to use the assistance of keen 
students and staff who would 
be interested in helping with 
their cause. These groups said 
that help with grant writing, 
research, social media initiatives, 
marketing, and event planning 
would be of great help. To do 
so, though, these groups would 
need to be able to easily access 
the contact information for 
these individuals—something 
the current college website 
makes challenging. Having a 
more user-friendly website with 
greater ease of use would make 
it easier for interested parties to 
engage with students and staff 
at Douglas College.
Douglas College is not 
aiming to merely be a learning 
institution using Coquitlam 
and New Westminster for its 
land, but have grand plans 
to become an integral part of 
these communities. In Douglas 
College’s 2010 - 2015 Strategic 
Plan, social responsibility, 
experiential learning, and 
engagement opportunities are 
key pillars. Having hosted these 
recent community engagement 
forums, it’s clear that the college 
is making progress.
Douglas College solidifies community engagement plans
Aidan
Mouellic
Staff Writer
Devlin Pereira 
manages the money
In an interview with the Other Press, Douglas Students’ 
Union (DSU) treasurer Devlin 
Pereira explains how managing 
a million-dollar budget has 
prepared him for the future. 
 
Could you explain for us your 
role as treasurer at the Douglas 
Students Union? What duties 
does this include?
My role as the treasurer at 
the Douglas Students’ Union 
is administering the budget for 
the union. I am responsible to 
work alongside our accountant 
to make sure the union is 
running financially secure and 
responsible. I also keep track of 
the daily expenses of the union 
and administer the hours of 
the representative committee. 
Along with this, as with every 
rep, I have a role of planning, 
organizing, and implementing 
different events and campaigns 
for the student body.
 When did you start being 
interested in being involved at 
the DSU?
I first began being interested 
in being involved at the DSU 
almost two years ago when 
I was approached by a few 
members of the then-current 
Student Board to run in the 
upcoming election. At the time 
I honestly did not know too 
much about the organization 
other than the fact that they 
hosted a few events, campaigns, 
and sponsored our athletic 
teams; but fortunately I was 
quickly filled in on the full 
scope of the organization and 
next thing I knew I was fully 
engrossed in it. 
How has working with the DSU 
affected your life? Have you 
found it helpful in other aspects 
of your daily life?
Working with the DSU 
has given me numerous 
opportunities and chances to 
experience different situations 
to learn from. From working 
with unionized staff, managing 
a million-dollar budget, or 
organizing a large scale event, 
the DSU has definitely helped 
me develop as a person and 
prepared me for the future.
 
If you could change one thing 
at Douglas College, what would 
it be?
If I could change one 
thing at Douglas College, it 
would have to be to increase 
student engagement. Whether 
it is through involvement with 
administration or just with 
their peers, I would love to 
see students becoming more 
engaged with their post-
secondary experience here. 
College is an opportunity to 
learn, network, and grow in all 
aspects of life, and I would love 
to see more of just that.
 
What advice do you have to 
Douglas students?
My advice for Douglas 
students would be to get 
involved on campus. There are 
so many opportunities to learn 
and grow that are offered at the 
college, so really take advantage 
of as many of these as possible!
 
What advice would you give 
someone wanting to get 
involved with the DSU?
My advice would be to 
definitely do it! Whether it is 
through joining a club, putting 
on an event, volunteering, or 
working, the Douglas Students’ 
Union offers some amazing life 
experiences and opportunities 
for any student. 
Get to know your Douglas Students’ Union Representatives
Julia
Siedlanowska
Staff Writer
Photo courtesy of Devlin Pereira
 Photo courtesy of  Joel McCarthy
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Hundreds of students 
eat and laugh together 
at free meal event
On November 13, the Douglas Students’ Union 
(DSU) organized a free breakfast 
for all Douglas College students 
at the David Lam campus in 
Coquitlam. The event featured 
a buffet breakfast in the 
concourse as classic cartoons 
played on a nearby television. 
DSU representatives were also 
available to answer questions 
from students.
The breakfast, which 
consisted of scrambled eggs, 
bacon, sausage, hash browns, 
cranberry juice, orange juice, tea, 
and coffee ran from 8 a.m. until 
about 10:45 a.m., just as the food 
ran out. A crowd of about 300 
students came throughout the 
morning to enjoy the free meal, 
suggesting that the event was at 
least as popular as it has been in 
previous years. 
Several DSU representatives 
were on location to promote 
the breakfast and the union’s 
work, and to answer students’ 
questions and collect their 
feedback. Surveys on how 
the DSU can improve student 
life were also available, and 
DSU swag, such as free flash 
drives, was being handed out to 
students who attended. 
A representative from the 
DSU told the Other Press that 
the event has happened at the 
David Lam campus every year 
since its launch. The DSU does 
its best to offer free food events 
on a monthly basis, such as the 
Welcome Back Hot Dog BBQ 
that occurred at both campuses 
in September. These events 
often improve student morale 
and help spread awareness 
about the DSU and its current 
platforms, as well as providing 
an opportunity for students to 
socialize and meet new people 
on campus. 
The cartoons being shown 
were a medley of various Looney 
Tunes shows, meant to make the 
experience a little more fun and 
akin to the nostalgia of watching 
Saturday morning cartoons as a 
child. 
The food was reasonable in 
its taste considering the buffet 
style, large quantities cooked, 
and the fact it had been sitting 
out for a few hours by the 
time a representative from the 
Other Press was able to taste 
it. The drinks were fresh and 
at a desirable temperature. 
The cartoons were at a good 
volume and had subtitles on 
them, allowing for a good 
dining environment that was 
comfortable for all students 
attending the event. The ample 
space and pleasant atmosphere 
allowed for another excellent 
Cartoon Breakfast.
Douglas Students’ Union hosts students for Cartoon Breakfast
Students trying to save 
their daytime literacy 
class from elimination
Students in an adult basic literacy class at Douglas 
College were disappointed 
to learn that their request to 
petition the college board of 
directors to save their daytime 
class will not be heard. 
A committee consisting 
of literacy students as well 
as their I-CARE program 
tutors requested to speak 
at the next meeting of the 
Douglas College Board of 
Directors scheduled for 
November 21 at the David 
Lam campus in Coquitlam. 
They were preparing to 
make a presentation to the 
board, pleading with them 
to overturn a college senior 
management team decision 
about eliminating the daytime 
adult basic literacy class. 
Last week, their request was 
formally rejected. 
Agenda item requests to 
the board are first screened 
by the Board Executive and 
Governance Committee 
(BEGC), a sub-committee 
which includes all of the 
committee chairs as well 
as the chair and vice-chairs 
of the college’s board of 
directors. College President 
Scott McAlpine and Shelagh 
Donnelly, the executive 
assistant to the college board 
of directors, are listed as 
resource personnel for the 
BEGC.
In response to the request 
made by the group of literacy 
students, Donnelly suggested 
that the BEGC referred the 
matter back to McAlpine. 
In an email obtained by 
the Other Press, Donnelly wrote 
that “Dr. McAlpine advised 
that he and Dr. Kathy Denton, 
the college’s vice-president 
academic and provost, have 
arranged to meet with you in 
early December.”
Faye Douglas, the I-CARE 
tutor spearheading the request 
to present the concerns of 
adult literacy students to the 
board, wrote back to Donnelly, 
saying that her response 
was vague and requesting 
clarification. 
“Am I to understand that 
we will not be provided with 
an opportunity to make a 
presentation at the November 
21 board meeting?” wrote 
Douglas.
“You’re correct regarding 
the November Board 
meeting,” replied Donnelly, 
saying that she would be in 
contact if the board would be 
interested in meeting with her 
and the literacy students. 
Specifics of the proposed 
meeting were not disclosed 
in the email, and at press 
time there is no information 
about when that meeting will 
take place or if a mutually 
agreeable compromise has 
been proposed. 
According to the 
BEGC Terms of Reference 
document, dated 2010, 
committee members are 
to be “independent of 
management”; however, an 
exception is made for the 
Douglas College president, 
who is to serve as resource 
personnel to the committee. 
The group has been 
invited to send one student 
and one tutor from the 
committee for a meeting with 
McAlpine and Denton. The 
meeting, according to sources 
familiar with its terms, will 
allow the student and tutor 
to make a presentation before 
McAlpine and Denton, who 
will then judge whether the 
group merits time at the 
January 23, 2014 Douglas 
College board meeting. 
The elimination of the 
daytime literacy class, which 
will take effect at the end of 
the 2013, will affect about 
12 students, many of whom 
cannot access Douglas 
College’s evening literacy class 
due to a physical handicap or 
family responsibilities. 
Students are calling the 
elimination of their class 
unfair, and are angered by the 
notion that the board will not 
meet with them at this month’s 
meeting. 
A representative with 
the Douglas Students’ Union 
(DSU) who is familiar with 
the plight of these literacy 
students, and did not want to 
be identified until the DSU had 
a chance to discuss how and 
whether they will respond, 
said that senior management 
did not want to put the literacy 
case before the college board 
until after the daytime adult 
basic literacy class has been 
eliminated. 
“What’s absolutely 
clear to me is that the senior 
management team is looking 
to drag this out until the new 
year by eliminating any hope 
these students have of saving 
their class,” said the DSU 
source. “It’s much easier to say 
‘too late’ to a group of students 
whose class has already been 
cut than to say ‘no’ while the 
class is ongoing.”
The literacy students are 
now writing letters to their 
provincial members of the 
legislative assembly and are 
coordinating a response to this 
latest setback. 
Douglas College board of directors rejects meeting with literacy students
Patrick
Vaillancourt
News Editor
news@theotherpress.ca
 Photo illustration by Joel McCarthy
Cazzy
Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Have an idea for a story or review? Contact the editor at arts@theotherpress.ca
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Brittney MacDonald, Columnist
‘Mass Effect: Redemption’ 
review 
Mass Effect: Redemption takes readers into a 
graphic novel version of the 
blockbuster video game series 
with an exciting story set in 
a rich universe of Mass Effect 
characters and design. The book 
will appeal to both fans of the 
games and newcomers to the 
series.
Set two years prior to the 
events that take place in the 
video game Mass Effect 2, the 
book centres around Dr. Liara 
T’Soni as she searches for clues 
to Commander Shepard’s 
disappearance. Working with 
the corporation Cerberus, her 
mission is simple: retrieve 
Commander Shepard’s body 
before the enemy alien race 
called the Collectors gets to it.
Written by Mac Walters, 
Mass Effect: Redemption provides 
a good picture of what occurs 
between the end of the Mass 
Effect video game and the 
beginning of Mass Effect 2. Yet 
the book explains enough for 
a less video game-inclined 
individual to be able to read and 
enjoy the series.
The art by Omar Francia, 
who is best known for his work 
in Star Wars: Legacy, seemed 
a little cartoony at first when 
compared to the cover art by 
Daryl Mandryk. But this is soon 
easily forgotten by the first few 
pages, as Francia’s depictions of 
this very deeply futuristic, sci-fi 
world hit their stride and show 
his experience in this genre.
The only issue with this 
graphic novel is that with 
games like Mass Effect, the 
experience is too individualistic 
to translate into a book. In the 
game, the player chooses the 
main character’s gender, name, 
and abilities, which means the 
Commander Shepard of the 
game will never match up with 
the one that Liara hopes to find 
in Mass Effect: Redemption. Still, 
the book’s plot is engaging 
enough to make a reader see 
past that minor detail.
Mass Effect: Redemption is 
definitely recommended for any 
sci-fi enthusiast—gamer or not.
‘Mass Effect’ maintains an audience from video 
game to graphic novel
Steve Cayer, Senior Columnist
‘About Time’ review
If you like time travel and semi-indie romantic comedies, 
then you’ll love Richard Curtis’ 
new movie About Time.
After making hit rom-
coms like Love Actually, Curtis 
has decided to take a different 
path in his latest movie with 
Domhnall Gleeson, Rachel 
McAdams, and Bill Nighy.
It’s the story of Tim 
(Gleeson), an awkward redhead 
with a family secret: the men 
in his family can travel back in 
time. Tim chooses to focus his 
newfound power to try and find 
his soul mate. Yes, it’s a bit of a 
risky move, but it works really 
well.
When he meets Mary 
(McAdams), he uses his time 
travel ability to perfect their 
encounters. Almost every time 
he does something wrong, he 
steps out of the room and goes 
back in time to try again, this 
time with suaveness.
But Tim quickly realizes that 
time travel has its side effects—
as most things do.
Throughout the movie, 
there are really funny moments 
between Tim and Mary. The 
chemistry and authenticity 
between them is electric and 
the script has fairly realistic 
dialogue for a film involving 
time travel.
It’s a wonderful little movie 
that should now be on your 
radar.
Perfecting romance with time travel
 Bill Nighy and Domhnall Gleeson in About Time  | Photo courtesy of  Universal Pictures
Cheryl
Minns
Arts Editor
arts@theotherpress.ca
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Screencapture form Elysium
Behind the scenes of 
post-production
Making a summer blockbuster movie with 
special effects and big name 
actors is like painting a picture: 
the result depends not only on 
the placement of images and 
the finite details, but the colours 
that go into it. That’s where 
Central, a Vancouver-based 
post-production facility, gets 
involved in films.
Central was part of last 
summer’s Elysium, and worked 
on the film’s colouring. Six 
members of the team discussed 
what went into the production 
at Vancity Theatre on November 
14.
Andrea Chlebak, a colourist 
at Central, talked about 
working closely with director 
Neill Blomkamp, who had a 
clear vision of how he wanted 
the film, special effects, and 
colours to look: he wanted it to 
be “natural.” This was no easy 
task for a sci-fi movie involving 
robots and futuristic vehicles.
What the team settled on 
was a natural lighting for the 
film that would emphasize the 
details in a shot instead of using 
highlighted colours that would 
wash out some of the details 
in the visual effects. Michael 
Bay’s Transformers films are an 
example of highlighted colour-
use, where the robots have an 
animated appearance and the 
finer details are missing.
The next challenge was 
finding the right colouring to 
use to distinguish the scenes 
on the beautiful Elysium space 
station designed for the wealthy 
elite and the grungy, polluted 
Earth where the workers lived.
Since the space station 
was filled with green grass 
and sapphire water, it was an 
obvious choice to give the scenes 
in Elysium a blue colouring to 
highlight the natural scenery 
and give the environment a 
pleasant glow.
However, in the brightly lit 
command room scenes, the blue 
colouring gave Delacourt (Jodie 
Foster) a cold appearance, which 
is how her character behaved.
For the Earth’s look of 
a dying planet, the team 
went with a brown and grey 
colouring that was partly 
created by the smog and dust 
in the dirty air. The scenes also 
featured hints of blue as a way 
to connect the Earth to Elysium.
To capture the appearance 
of heavy smog, the team 
studied photos of Beijing, Los 
Angeles, Johannesburg, and 
other polluted cities in order to 
replicate the look in the film.
Chris Davies, the post 
supervisor, spoke about the 
special effects involved in a 
shoot-out scene between Max 
(Matt Damon) and two droids. 
In the scene, Max shoots a droid 
in slow motion and the machine 
explodes into millions of tiny 
little pieces, each piece having to 
be animated and appear realistic 
as per the director’s request.
The team joked that five to 
six artists were locked in a dark 
room for six months to animate 
the scene, but this wasn’t far 
from the truth of how much 
effort went into the one scene.
For more behind the scenes 
information, check out Mark 
Salisbury’s book, Elysium: the 
Art of the Film.
Creating the colour of ‘Elysium’
Cheryl
Minns
Arts Editor
arts@theotherpress.ca
What the team settled on was a natural lighting for the film that would 
emphasise the details in a shot instead of using highlighted colours that 
would wash out some of the details in the visual effects.
Have an idea for a story or review? Contact the editor at arts@theotherpress.ca
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Arts Club presents 
a Disney classic
Just in time for the holidays, the Arts Club presents 
the hit Broadway musical, 
Mary Poppins. Playing at 
Vancouver’s Stanley Industrial 
Alliance Stage, the 150-minute 
production will enchant 
audiences with its touching 
storyline and stunning musical 
numbers.
The show is directed by 
Bill Millerd and offers the 
audience a thrilling ride from 
beginning to end.
The musical follows the 
story of the Banks family, an 
upper class British household, 
who has trouble finding a 
suitable nanny for the two 
rambunctious children. Along 
comes Mary Poppins, played 
by the enchanting Sara-
Jeanne Hosie, to make life an 
adventure for the Banks.
Poppins takes the Banks 
children, Jane (Kassia Danielle 
Malmquist) and Michael 
(Graham Verchere), on a 
journey that expands their 
minds and eventually brings 
the family closer than ever 
before. The two young cast 
members, who are only 13 
and 12 years old respectively, 
performed marvellously and 
had the audience laughing 
many times.
Warren Kimmel, who 
plays the father, George Banks, 
is another reason why this 
show is so delightful. The 
South African actor, who now 
resides in Vancouver, plays the 
part with great charisma and 
charm.
The musical is excellent. 
It’s a classic and the actors 
really shone in the Arts Clubs 
rendition of it.
The cast performed dance 
numbers that had everyone in 
awe, and even a few acrobatic 
feats were thrown in for good 
measure—all of which is even 
more impressive considering 
the short rehearsal period they 
were given.
“We started rehearsing 
just over two weeks ago. It’s 
been non-stop rehearsal since 
then,” Daniel-James White, 
who played the role of the 
Policeman, told the Other Press.
The cast’s hard work paid 
off because the audience gave 
a standing ovation and many 
patrons stayed afterwards to 
meet and congratulate the 
actors on a job well done.
The Stanley is a perfect 
venue for Mary Poppins with 
its smaller historic stage that 
allows the cast to connect 
with the audience and create 
a warmth that larger venues 
cannot match.
The Arts Club presents 
Mary Poppins at the Stanley 
Industrial Alliance Stage until 
January 5, 2014. Tickets start 
at $29 and are available for 
purchase at the box office or at 
www.artsclub.com
Aidan
Mouellic
Staff Writer
Ellie King has been the director and writer of 
the Royal Canadian Theatre 
Company’s pantos for years, and 
was recently honoured as a Civic 
Treasure by the Surrey Board of 
Trade for her contributions to the 
arts. The Other Press caught up 
with King after a promotional 
photo shoot to discuss her latest 
production, Cinderella.
Without giving away any 
spoilers, what can viewers 
expect to see in Cinderella?
[At that moment, an 
animatronic prop horse whinnies 
in the background.] 
Obviously, a horse. Lots of 
noise, lots of colour, lots of silly 
old jokes. The ugliest stepsisters 
you’ve probably ever seen in 
your entire life. Just lots of fun 
for the whole family.
What was the decision behind 
splitting the show’s run 
between two venues this year?
We decided it was time to 
explore new fields, but we want 
to stay with our fans in Surrey, 
because we know we have a big 
following in Surrey. People have 
followed us from the Metro, to 
the [defunct] Burr [Theatre], to 
Surrey, and back to Surrey. We 
don’t want to let our fans down 
there, but we felt it was time to 
spread our wings and try new 
pastures as well. That’s why we 
thought we’d go to Maple Ridge. 
What was your first exposure to 
panto, and why do you think it 
stuck with you over the years?
I was two-and-a-half; I was 
a sapphire in Dick Whittington. I 
grew up doing panto in Britain, 
and I learnt my style of panto 
from the old guys who had 
been on the road doing panto 
professionally. They came with 
all the gags. I learnt from them 
until I was about 17 or 18, and 
I’ve played just about every role. 
Except dame.
Panto is also a family affair 
for you, also involving your 
husband Geoff as musical 
director and elder son James 
on stage. Would you tell our 
readers a bit more detail on 
their full duties in panto-land?
Geoff, he’s my musical 
director. You know that hokey 
song, “Wind Beneath My 
Wings”? That would be Geoff. 
He does so much stuff, it’s hard 
to even begin to put into words. 
He writes and arranges music 
and records it; all of it comes 
from his talented fingers. It’s not 
pre-recorded stuff—he actually 
lays down every single track 
to build orchestras and bands. 
Then we write together; he’ll 
write original compositions 
and I write the lyrics with him. 
He is my pyrotechnician; he 
will design, build, and explode 
multiple things on stage. 
Like your own Michael Bay?
Well, boom, y’know? We 
work together to design the 
scenery, and then he will build 
it. Where we’re sitting right 
now, we have spent part of this 
afternoon talking about scenery. 
We’ll be spending dinnertime 
talking about scenery. And 
tomorrow morning, we’ll be 
talking about scenery. He also 
serves as a director on the Board 
of Directors for the [Royal 
Canadian Theatre] Company. 
Apart from that, he doesn’t do a 
damn thing. Nothing.
You’ve also written your own 
panto scripts for many years, 
but have occasionally been on 
stage for some of them in the 
past. Do you ever get that Orson 
Welles itch to return on stage 
for one of your pantos one more 
time?
No. It was never my plan 
to be on stage in the first place. 
I think it’s a bad idea to direct 
and be on stage at the same 
time. But the producer who was 
putting the shows together, it 
was his decision to do that. He 
was the man paying the piper, so 
I danced to the tune; what can I 
say? No, not while I’m directing.
Cinderella will be playing from 
December 20 to 29 at the Surrey 
Arts Centre and from January 2 
to 5 at the ACT Theatre in Maple 
Ridge. For ticket information, 
contact the Surrey Arts Centre 
box office at 604-501-5566 or the 
ACT Ticket Centre at 604-476-
2787.
Tune in next week for part 
four of British Pantomime 101!
British Pantomime 101 Part 3: 
‘Cinderella’ Tradition and family in a magical tale
Clive Ramroop, Contributor
‘Mary Poppins’ brings back the magic of childhood
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Arts Club presents 
dramatized script readings
The Arts Club’s ReACT series celebrated its 13th 
season last weekend with four 
unproduced scripts dramatized 
by professional actors to an 
audience at the Revue Stage on 
Granville Island. The readings 
included Ed Roy’s Whispers, 
Michele Riml’s The Amaryllis, 
Hiro Kanagawa’s Indian Arm, 
and introduced new playwright 
Melody Anderson’s piece, Me 
and You.
Anderson got involved 
with ReACT through a women’s 
writing collective she belongs to 
where she was able to take an 
idea she’d had for years about 
sisters growing up together and 
develop it into her breakout 
script.
“I decided to pursue 
that idea with the group and 
received wonderful feedback 
from the women in the group. 
I decided to submit it to the 
Arts Club to see if they would 
be interested and they selected 
it as one of the pieces,” she 
explained.
Me and You follows the 
lives of two sisters from their 
childhood through to old age, 
using masks on the actors 
to depict the different ages. 
Anderson’s years of mask-
making experience allowed her 
to create two prototype masks 
that were shown at the ReACT 
reading, which featured local 
actors Deb Williams and Erla 
Faye Forsyth.
Anderson’s story begins in 
the 1950s and follows the two 
sisters through the years. While 
there’s a sense of nostalgia for 
older viewers with references to 
the toys, technology, and issues 
for that generation, Anderson 
believes the story will appeal to 
all ages.
“What I hope to achieve is a 
universality,” she said. “I think 
women—people—of any age 
could relate to what it is to be a 
sibling.”
Rachel Ditor, the literary 
manager at the Arts Club, 
created the ReACT reading 
event to get a sense from 
audiences which scripts they 
were interested in seeing 
produced and performed at the 
Arts Club.
“A big part of my job 
initially was to take the reins 
with new plays and come up 
with a plan about how we were 
going to continue to premiere 
work—how are we going to 
develop it? How are we going to 
find writers? How are we going 
to get plays from a proposal 
stage to a premiere?” she said. 
“ReACT was part of that, part 
of giving a really important tool 
to the writers… and great for us 
because we get to assess where a 
script is in its development and 
what we want to do next with 
it.”
The readings are a mix 
of writing from professional 
playwrights who are new to 
the Arts Club and first-time 
playwrights like Anderson. 
Some come with final drafts that 
are ready to go into production 
while others are just starting out.
“It’s usually somewhere 
between three and seven years 
in terms of getting a play from a 
first draft to a premiere,” Ditor 
said. “ReACT is a good way to 
get to know a writer because 
you’re going to be spending a 
lot of time together if you decide 
that it’s a good match and we’re 
going to premiere the piece.”
One of the scripts 
previously read at ReACT was 
Do You Want What I Have Got? 
A Craigslist Cantata, a musical 
based on humorous Craigslist 
ads that was performed this 
summer at the Arts Club.
“It went through a couple 
of years of ReACT and readings. 
It had fans; people would come 
to one reading then they’d come 
back the next year to hear how 
it’s changed,” she said.
“They could see their voice 
in the development and that was 
really exciting for some people. 
It was neat how you can follow 
a piece that way from early 
stages through to production.”
Ditor, who teaches in the 
theatre department at the 
University of British Columbia, 
got a suggestion from one of her 
students that the playwrights 
should add a song about 
advertising for roommates, 
which is a common topic 
on Craigslist. This comment 
inspired the addition of the 
roommate songs in the musical, 
which involve ridiculous 
requirements for the potential 
candidates.
“That was really exciting for 
them: to think some comment 
they had, they could come and 
see how that evolved and was 
present in the actual show,” 
Ditor said. “It felt like you had 
the inside scoop, which they 
did.”
Keep an eye out for the 
scripts featured in this year’s 
ReACT series because they 
could have a premiere show as 
early as next year. ReACT will 
be back next November with 
another batch of great Canadian 
playwrights’ works.
Rachel Ditor (Literary manager at the Arts Club) | Photo courtesy of Arts Club
ReACT, review, rewrite
Cheryl
Minns
Arts Editor
arts@theotherpress.ca
Douglas College shows 
feminist documentary
The Women’s Centre at Douglas College screened 
the documentary Status Quo 
The Unfinished Business of 
Feminism in Canada in the New 
Westminster campus concourse 
on November 12.
The film highlighted many 
of the poignant issues and 
struggles that are relevant to 
Canadian women today. It 
was powerful, moving, and at 
times shocking as it suggested 
that many Canadian women 
currently struggle with a lack of 
access to abortion, childcare, and 
safety from violence.
Status Quo provided 
Douglas students a 
comprehensive view of the 
feminist movement in Canada. 
It featured striking archival 
footage of demonstrations in 
Vancouver in the 1970s, which 
led me to wonder why this level 
of concern and involvement isn’t 
present in the current struggles 
women face in 2013.
New Westminster’s MLA 
Judy Darcy addressed the 
audience at the beginning of 
the film, informing them that 
“feminism is not a new swear 
word.”
She stressed that these 
issues are very real today and 
that places like Douglas College 
and the Douglas Women’s 
Centre are excellent forums to 
further these discussions.
Women’s Centres can be 
found at both campuses, open 
Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.
Feminism isn’t a swear word, it’s progress
Shea O’Grady, Contributor
Screencapture from Status Quo
Life & StyLe. Have a fitness tip or recipe to share? Contact the editor at lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
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Cheer yourself up by 
giving to others
As we approach winter, with its horrid weather 
and constant darkness, it takes 
a toll on our well-being. The 
general atmosphere combined 
with the stress of finals and 
holidays causes many people 
to experience a seasonal gloom. 
This collective moodiness 
affects not only ourselves, 
but everyone around us. On 
the bright side, this means 
everyone around you is feeling 
just as bad as you are. It’s 
important to remember you 
aren’t alone in dealing with 
these blahs.
There are several 
ways to make yourself feel 
better, and most of them 
are quite inexpensive and 
easy.  However, what’s most 
important is that these methods 
make you feel good via doing 
favours for others—not only 
giving major karma to you, but 
winning enormous brownie 
points with the favouree. These 
gifts are especially awesome 
for those who are also suffering 
from winter blues. 
Baking. Whether it’s a 
casserole, muffins, or good 
old-fashioned cookies, 
preparing hot, tasty food is 
a fun way to stay in and be 
reminded of the fun aspects 
of winter. Baked goods can be 
made in large quantities and 
frozen for future enjoyment. 
They make excellent gifts for 
stressed friends or as backup/
homemade Christmas gifts—
though it’s okay to enjoy a few 
of them yourself. 
Babysitting. Being relieved 
from caring for their young 
child for a few hours is one 
of the best gifts a parent can 
receive. This is especially 
true if the parent is a student, 
single, and/or working. The 
magnitude of their appreciation 
and how much of a difference 
one night off can make is often 
underestimated by others. 
Have a kid be your new friend 
for a few hours and it can 
be a very fun experience for 
everyone: the parent, the kid, 
and hopefully yourself.
Donating. Clothes, books, 
bedding, toys, or canned 
food—any of these things are 
needed more than ever by 
many in the winter months. 
Giving these to a homeless or 
women’s shelter can make a 
huge difference in the lives of 
the less fortunate. So dig up 
your old winter jackets or cans 
of beans hidden in the back 
of the pantry, because others 
need them more than you do. 
It’s a great way to make the 
holidays a little happier for the 
underprivileged. 
Volunteering. Whether 
it’s at a shelter, soup kitchen, 
church, school, or care home, 
most places will always 
welcome a person to help out. 
Winter is often a time when 
some places need extra help, 
especially if they provide 
services to the less fortunate. 
Giving one night of your time 
makes a difference for not 
just one person, but an entire 
organization. It even looks 
good on an application or 
resumé. 
Making coupons. This 
is yet another way of giving 
your time, but in a format that 
your giftee can save for later. 
Many of us used this method 
to give gifts to our parents for 
birthdays or holidays, but it 
still works as an adult. Make a 
few homemade coupons that 
can be redeemed for favours, 
like back rubs, coffee dates, 
or whatever your special skill 
happens to be. Favour coupons 
are an inexpensive, personal 
gift for a friend, roommate, 
or significant other. They 
are guaranteed to make the 
recipient very happy upon 
redemption.
Beating seasonal blues and 
helping others can be done at 
the same time. It’s a significant 
yet easy way to make both of 
you feel good while spreading 
extra joy this holiday season. 
Curing seasonal blues
Cazzy
Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Winter is often a time when some places need extra help, such as anywhere 
that provides services to the less fortunate.
Maturing the alternative 
style you loved in 
high school, without 
losing your edge
So you’ve graduated from high school—what now? 
Those multi-buckled boots and 
torn up fishnets aren’t going 
to win you any points in a job 
interview to help pay for that 
post-secondary education, or 
help you look scholarly while 
defending your PhD thesis. 
As a recovering punk child, I 
understand the need to hold 
onto your style as a means of 
retaining your identity. You 
love your dark side, and you 
want others to love it too. So 
the question isn’t about when 
you should give up the pyramid 
spikes and Doc Martens; it’s 
about how you should revamp 
yourself to be appropriate.
One key is simplifying. 
Instead of the four chains, eight 
necklaces, and 10 cuff bracelets 
you wore to Math 11, tone it 
down a bit. Pick a favourite of 
each. This also goes for studs 
and pyramid spikes—you can 
get away with wearing them as 
long as they’re accent pieces. 
A little metallic detail on the 
shoulder or around the collar 
looks far more professional than 
that spiked bustier, which you 
can always wear to the bar later.  
Speaking of studs, make 
your metals neutral! Chrome, 
silver, and gold can look cheap 
and cheesy, so go for a brass or 
gunmetal stud/spike. These, 
along with onyx, are considered 
neutral metals and will flatter 
any colouring. They can also 
coexist on an outfit without 
clashing, making you 
look like a fashion-
forward expert at mixed 
metallics, when really 
you just wanted to feel 
like a badass. 
It’s impossible to 
write any article on 
fashion advice without 
mentioning structure. 
Though it’s something 
teenagers like to ignore, 
you’re not a teenager 
anymore! You’re a 
young adult, and as 
such, structured items 
like jackets and skirts go 
a long way in providing 
a mature, professional 
feel to your goth or 
punk style. Gothic 
favourites—like a corset 
or that beautiful bodice top 
you got at Venus & Mars—
can look incredible under a nice 
structured jacket, and still retain 
a professional and mature air. 
Similarly, your Sex Pistols band 
tee can be worn with a sports 
coat to achieve the same effect. 
Just don’t go overboard—save it 
for semi-formal or casual events. 
Colours are something I 
struggled with. I have always 
been pale, and I always 
delighted in it, but the choices 
I made 
in high 
school 
to 
accentuate it were all wrong. 
Wearing bright reds and stark 
whites to show off your deathly 
pallor might be awesome for 
that A Perfect Circle concert, 
but at work it only serves to 
convince your new boss that 
you’re terminally ill. Instead, 
look into what colours are 
recommended for your skin 
tone, and then try to find pieces 
that express your style. If you’re 
pale, this could mean going for 
a cream or ivory instead of a 
white. But don’t worry, you’ll 
never have to give 
up your black. 
That looks good on 
everybody. 
The biggest 
thing is to invest 
in quality 
pieces that last. 
Nothing looks more professional 
than someone dressed in 
quality fabrics. So take your 
time finding statement pieces 
worth having, like that leather 
jacket that makes you look just 
like Wanda in Cry-Baby, or that 
beautiful trench that seems like 
an updated version of Brandon 
Lee’s in The Crow. 
The most important part is 
for you to feel awesome in what 
you wear. Never give up your 
style; just mature it!
Never lose your dark side
Brittney MacDonald, Columnist
Life & StyLe.www.theotherpress.ca
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Tasty, simple, 
everyday recipe
What do you eat when you invite someone over for 
tea?
In the past (think 19th 
century), homemakers were 
trained to be able to whip up 
a pound cake as soon as they 
caught wind that a neighbour 
would be stopping by. Their 
pantries at the ready, and 
perhaps even already containing 
an array of baked goods, people 
of yore were always prepared 
with a carb- and sugar-laden 
confection to put down on the 
table.
These days, I think the norm 
is to plunk down a bowl of 
stale pretzels, if anything, when 
entertaining—or perhaps to not 
even entertain at all. Baking 
for friends, family, and even 
acquaintances seems to be a lost 
art. Or at least it was for me, 
until my former roommate and 
current bestie taught me this 
one, super simple cake recipe 
that takes about five minutes to 
prepare, 35 minutes to bake, and 
30 seconds to gobble up. 
My friend introduced this 
cake as Lazy Daisy Duff, but 
over the years that I’ve made 
it, I’ve given it several names. 
Morning Cake when I have 
it for breakfast, Christmas 
Morning Cake when I delight 
my family with it on December 
25, and Sad Cake, as in the 
case of the 2011 federal election 
when, so distraught by the 
looming Conservative majority 
government, all I could think 
to do was hastily assemble this 
cake through tear-stained eyes.
So, dear reader, if you like 
cake for breakfast, if you like 
crying, and especially if you like 
impressing folks over tea and 
study dates, read on! 
Sad Cake, simply put, is a 
plain cake made of butter, cake 
stuff, and fruit. Any fruit really. 
And not even butter—you can 
use margarine, or vegan spread. 
I’ve had success adapting 
this cake so it’s gluten-free. 
I’ve substituted the milk for 
almond milk and used myriad 
combinations of fruits and nuts 
as the toppings.
To make the cake, first 
place the butter in your nine-
inch cake pan or cast iron pan. 
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees, 
and put the buttered-up pan 
inside. As the oven heats up, 
it melts the butter, giving you 
time to prepare the rest of the 
ingredients.
To make the batter, simply 
mix the flour, baking powder, 
salt, and sugar in a mixing bowl. 
Make a well in the centre, pour 
the milk in, and mix until the 
batter is just blended—don’t 
over-mix. Depending on the 
fruit topping I plan to use, 
I sometimes add a pinch of 
cinnamon or a teaspoon of 
vanilla to my batter.
Once you have your batter 
and toppings set up, take the 
melted butter out of the oven. 
Spoon the batter onto the butter 
in little blobs. Then scatter the 
fruit on top—or artfully place 
it, whatever you’re into. I know, 
this all sounds very weird, and 
your cake will look like a total 
disaster when you pop it in the 
oven, but have faith. Set a timer 
for 35 minutes, and you will 
pull out a crispy on the bottom, 
fruit-covered, sweet, oozing, 
and delectable breakfast/snack/
dessert.
Sophie
Isbister
Life & Style
lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
Photos courtesy of Sophie Isbister
Lazy Daisy Duff a.k.a. Sad Cake
Sad Cake
Prep time: five minutes
Bake time: 35 minutes
You will need:
1/4 cup butter, melted in 
cast iron pan
1 cup flour
1/2 cup sugar
1 tablespoon baking 
powder
1 teaspoon salt
2/3 cup milk
2 cups fruit, either fresh, 
frozen, or canned
Topping options:
Frozen mixed berries 
Canned peach slices and 
frozen blackberries 
Frozen raspberries, sliced 
almond, and honey 
drizzle 
Sliced apples and sliced 
pears, with cinnamon in 
batter
Just plain strawberries 
(pictured)
Cyberspace crossroads, 
digital dead ends, and 
heavy user traffic jams
“Just because you read it in a 
magazine, or see it on the TV screen 
don’t make it factual” – Michael 
Jackson, “Tabloid Junkie” 
Did you ever see a Facebook 
post about a common household 
item alleged to cause some silent 
killer illness whose symptoms 
only take effect after several 
months, even though you’ve 
used that product for years and 
never felt sick? Has a friend 
shared an online story about 
a “shocking” scandal from a 
far corner of the world, even 
though it was already debunked 
six months ago? Have you 
revisited a Wikipedia entry and 
noticed that someone had edited 
its content with a different slant 
from the last time you read it?
For two decades, the 
worldwide web has allowed 
the public to access and 
share inconceivable riches of 
information faster than anything 
sci-fi authors imagined 50 years 
ago. Wiki-style websites have 
replaced library catalogues 
and encyclopedias. A phone 
smaller than an audio cassette 
(ask your parents if you’ve 
never seen one) can store digital 
entertainment content whose 
physical formats could fill a 
living room. It’s as startlingly 
easy to upload information as it 
is to find it; users can not only 
find, but also broadcast what 
they want. The Internet has 
allowed users to become their 
own independent reporters on 
any topic they want. 
But therein lies a problem. 
Though technology is constantly 
developing in its functional 
efficiency, those of us who use 
that technology aren’t quite as 
infallible. While many make 
the effort to make sure their 
messages are truthful, there’s 
a great deal of content in this 
“information superhighway” 
that is inaccurate, misleading, 
or downright fraudulent. Some 
of it is deliberately false, with 
malicious intent. But sometimes 
Internet hoaxes that feel 
legitimate can spread so far that 
a duped friend may pass it on, 
believing its authenticity.
This has evolved from 
“Forward this email to everyone 
in your address book” to “If 
you have a heart, share this 
post on your Timeline.” In our 
constantly plugged-in society, 
it’s mindlessly easy to pass on 
anything—truth or crap—to 
vast chunks of the population 
with just the click of a mouse 
or a tap on a touch screen. All 
it takes is enough unwitting 
users innocently going about 
their digital lives without a visit 
to Snopes.com, and stories like 
Jackie Chan’s alleged death can 
spread faster than a wildfire in 
a rainless forest, and even linger 
in cyberspace for months after 
the story has been disproved.
The Internet has pretty 
much democratized the 
spreading of awareness on 
issues, a domain once exclusive 
to corporate news media. Today, 
almost anyone with a little 
cyberspace- or HTML-knowhow 
can make their own websites 
to sound off on anything. But 
just as the mainstream press is 
prone to sensationalizing stories 
to sell copies or draw ratings, 
we “normal folk” don’t always 
exercise objectivity in our online 
words or critical thinking in our 
digital consumption. 
How often have you said, 
“I read about topic X on the 
Internet,” compared to how 
often you’ve read further? The 
webpage you visited may have 
simply quoted a story from 
another site without suspecting 
it was an Onion wannabe. 
Even with “news” travelling 
the wires at the speed of light, 
we conduits of this “news” still 
have work to do if we expect our 
amateur journalistic integrity 
to go beyond the days of “Paul 
McCartney is Dead.” (Ask your 
grandparents about that one.) 
Navigating the misinformation stupor-highway
Clive Ramroop, Contributor
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Tips and tricks from my 
own trial and error
Having great-looking nails can be costly if you’re the 
kind of person who likes to go 
to the spa. But if you’re a short-
on-cash student, spending $35 
per week on flawless fingers 
just isn’t realistic. Getting that 
professional look on an amateur 
budget takes a bit of work and 
practice, but it isn’t impossible. 
Great nails can make you look 
put together—and for the men 
reading, having clean, trimmed 
nails can place you a few steps 
above the rest. 
Step one to great nails 
is preparation. Take off your 
old polish and assemble your 
supplies: cuticle oil, a cuticle 
pusher, nail polish remover, and 
a nail file. Getting your nails 
prepped is probably the most 
time-consuming part of the 
process, but once you do it the 
first time, you only have to do it 
every week or so. I change my 
polish about every three days, 
and I only file every second 
or third time. I also never cut 
my nails: filing is all you need, 
unless you’re dealing with 
a broken nail emergency or 
excessive growth.
Once you have your polish 
off, file your nails. A cheap 
emery board from the drug 
store is best—metal files can 
damage your nails, and the 
gimmicky crystal glass ones, 
while bringing some benefits 
to the table, are expensive and 
prone to breaking. File in one 
direction, then file under the nail 
a bit to get rid of the excess nail 
dust. The common nail shapes 
are square, squoval, round, oval, 
or almond. I recommend square 
or squoval for beginners; rounds 
and ovals can easily look messy 
and uneven. 
Before you apply your 
polish, do another swipe over 
all your nails with nail polish 
remover. This removes any 
oil that may have transferred 
from your skin, making a clean 
surface for the polish. Then you 
can start applying colour.
Always start with a base 
coat to protect your nails from 
staining over the long-term. 
Once you’ve got that on, make 
with the colour! Some notes on 
colour: if you’re learning how 
to do your nails perfectly, start 
with a bold colour like a matte 
red. This will show off any 
imperfections, allowing you 
to see areas where you need 
to improve. Also, contrary to 
popular belief, you don’t need 
to let your polish dry between 
coats. Just keep piling it on. 
Brush technique is 
important. Dip the brush in the 
polish, and when you pull it 
out, wipe the excess from one 
side on the edge of the bottle, 
leaving one side with the perfect 
amount of polish for one coat. 
Paint it evenly onto your nails, 
leaving a gap between your 
cuticle and the polish. The gap 
will be imperceptible, but it 
will make a clean line of colour 
on your nails, and it basically 
guarantees you won’t splash 
colour on your cuticles. Always 
do at least two coats—always. If 
you’re not going to do minimum 
two coats, then don’t bother 
doing your nails at all. 
The second to last step is 
top coat. Picking a good top 
coat is important, but don’t 
worry, I’ve made it easy for 
you! Seche Vite’s Dry Fast Top 
Coat is the best product I have 
ever bought for my nails. It’s 
pricier than others (around $11 
at London Drugs, but half that 
price at a beauty supply store), 
but it shines brilliantly, dries 
super fast, and will prevent 
chipping for a few days. I 
can’t recommend this product 
enough!
The final step is drying, 
and really, the only thing that 
helps with this step is a Zen-
like attitude. I’ve tried a few 
different ways to shorten this 
process—spraying baking spray 
(like PAM) on your nails is 
supposed to protect them while 
they dry, and there are also fast-
dry drops you can buy—but a 
quick-dry top coat plus a much 
needed television break will 
usually do the trick!
Taking some time to pamper 
yourself is important—in our 
busy lives, we often forget to 
take care of ourselves. Having 
impeccable, attention-grabbing 
polish, perfectly applied in 
bold and trendy colours, has 
definitely contributed to my 
overall self-image. If you haven’t 
already converted to nail mania, 
you should start today.
The perfect at-home manicure
L&S LISTED
Ten TV careers you wish you had
People on television have the best jobs: they do hardly any 
work, yet manage to retain an impeccable professional 
reputation and an amazing apartment. Here are 10 TV 
careers you probably wish you had.
1. CSI Agent. Your computer always works perfectly, and 
your investigations rarely reach a dead end.
2. Olive Pope, from ABC’s Scandal, a highly sought after 
reputation-fixer who miraculously only ever has one client at 
a time. 
3. Cab driver. You frequently get to sit in your taxi while the 
metre runs.
4. Liz Lemon, 30 Rock. Kick ass, take names, eat ham. 
5. Don Draper, Mad Men. Drink whiskey at work. And the 
fashion!
6. Carrie Bradshaw, Sex and the City. You only need to write 
one article per week!
7. The pool boy. 
8. Dunder Mifflin employee. Somehow your job will always 
be safe.
9. Ron Swanson, Parks and Recreation. Leave work to eat eggs. 
All the eggs.
10. MacKenzie McHale, The Newsroom. Regularly save the 
network from libel suits, with only about two milliseconds to 
spare.
www.theotherpress.ca
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The recording industry 
needs to emphasize 
long-term creativity, not 
short-term cash and flash
“Today’s music ain’t got the same 
soul. I like that old time rock and 
roll” – Bob Seger, “Old Time Rock 
and Roll”
When Kanye West cancelled his rescheduled concert 
due to a damaged video screen, 
my friend cracked, “Remember 
when artists performed with 
only their talent?” 
I lamented, “I remember 
when we had artists, who had 
talent.”
In our technologically 
advanced society, we have tools 
capable of creating works that 
could outperform anything from 
the past, but technology doesn’t 
equal creativity. A Lamborghini 
is useless without a fuelled tank 
and a skilled driver; likewise, a 
multi-million-dollar studio with 
high-end audio software won’t 
magically transform users into 
virtuoso composers. 
Perhaps the reason so many 
hits of the last generation have 
rehashed (sorry, sampled) older 
hits, is that many performers 
today can’t compose their 
own original, memorable 
melodies—a notion reinforced 
by over-reliance on gimmickry, 
autotune, and shock value 
to mask their shortcomings. 
There’s nothing wrong with 
enhancing a performance with 
special effects like screens and 
pyrotechnics; but when those 
enhancements supplant the 
music to become the show 
in order to sell albums or 
downloads, something is very 
wrong.
Part of me feels that the 
record labels must shoulder 
some of the blame. They insist 
that downloading drains money 
from their coffers, like they 
claimed in the campaign Home 
Taping is Killing Music at the 
turn of the 1980s. But recording 
radio broadcast tunes via stereo 
tape decks didn’t send sales 
into decline. The industry just 
wasn’t putting out quality music 
worth buying, while competing 
with a fledgling video game 
boom. Today, it’s common for 
a popular tune to be in heavy 
rotation for months, but ignored 
the following year. I can’t prove 
it, but it makes me wonder if the 
conglomerate labels are banking 
on milking rapid bursts of short-
term profit with each hit, rather 
than cultivating stars to create 
memorable tunes that could 
draw long-term money over 
years, and even decades. 
This isn’t to say that the 
business should completely 
abandon profit in favour of 
a purely artsy approach. The 
purpose of a business is to make 
money. But the bean counters 
fail to grasp that music is an art 
form. While other generations 
practiced sonic experimentation 
and innovation, music today 
risks becoming a mere pawn in 
air-brushed, slickly packaged, 
corporate-run franchises. 
Albums considered truly great 
were once crafted. Now, bite-
sized tracks are manufactured 
assembly line-style with 
little soul or substance, 
homogeneous in their sound, 
except—compared to other 
music genres—easily disposable 
to make room for the next 
promotional fad. 
That doesn’t mean 
everything in the past was 
better than today. The decade 
that spawned “All You Need is 
Love” and “Hit the Road, Jack” 
was the same one that gave us 
“Wooly Bully” and that deeply 
cerebral lyric, “Who put the ram 
in the rama-lama-ding-dong?” 
It also doesn’t mean there 
are no good modern artists. 
Adele earned six Grammys for 
her sophomore album 21, which 
has sold more than 20-million 
copies worldwide. But in the 
iTunes age where great albums 
seem to be on the verge of 
extinction, few of its tunes look 
to be enshrined as cultural 
touchstones. 
Critics slammed Queen for 
their bombastic style, yet fans 
still chant “We Will Rock You” 
at sporting events. “Thriller” 
is still played every Halloween 
30 years after the eponymous 
album hit the shelves. And 
one could surmise that, if the 
industry of the 1950s was run 
like it is now, no one would 
have heard of Elvis Presley. 
That’s a scary indictment. 
As it’s said in The Phantom 
of the Opera, “my managers must 
learn that their place is in an 
office, not the arts.” The music 
industry severely needs new 
innovators, and a new business 
model allowing them to flourish. 
Luckily, there are some standout 
artists today thriving on talent.
Corporate meddling is killing music
Photo illustration by Joel McCarthy
Clive Ramroop, Contributor
How are scheduled 
activities affecting 
your child’s life? 
Everyone knows that a kid’s job is to play, but it’s easy 
to forget. While activities keep 
kids out of trouble, there is such 
a thing as overkill. Activities 
provide a place for children 
to go in circumstances where 
parents may not be available for 
after-school care, but parents 
and guardians should be careful 
when soccer practice just isn’t 
fun anymore.
It hit me after I had 
scheduled my cast of 10-13-year-
old kids for a six-hour rehearsal. 
“What was I thinking?” I 
exclaimed as I hit myself over 
the head. In the busyness of my 
own current schedule, I forgot 
who I was dealing with. 
When I was arranging 
rehearsals I was shocked 
to hear one talented young 
girl’s schedule: “I have ballet 
on Mondays and Tuesdays, 
singing lessons on Wednesdays, 
gymnastics on Thursdays, St. 
John’s ambulance training on 
Friday afternoons, and Sunday 
school.” This was all on top of 
her regular sixth grade classes. 
When rehearsals were finally 
scheduled and underway, the 
girl was often being rushed 
from one activity to the next, 
with time enough to eat while 
commuting. Although she was 
happy enough in the beginning, 
her attitude slowly began to 
change. 
Kids need time to be kids. 
Extracurricular activities 
are meant to raise confidence, 
challenge, encourage, and 
expand kids’ minds. But is it 
any wonder that sometimes the 
children we’re working with 
(or God forbid, raising) have an 
attitude? The child’s benefits 
should be at the forefront of 
parents’ decisions regarding 
scheduling. Of course we 
want our children to try many 
different things, but if a child 
is acting out, their grades are 
dropping, or they’re getting sick 
or fatigued, it may be time to 
reconsider the benefits. 
I wish today that my 
parents had given me singing 
and piano lessons. But looking 
at kids now, I’m wondering if 
we are passing on our habits 
as a time-poor society. Is eating 
on the go a habit that really 
needs to be embedded this early 
on? How great is the half-hour 
sacrificed to a sit-down meal? 
I’m sure your child will 
learn as soon as they try 
balancing university life with a 
part-time job. For now, are we 
robbing kids of the only time 
where doing sweet nothing is 
acceptable? Parents are shoving 
iPads in kids’ hands in the car, 
while sending them from school 
to dance to homework with 
a trip to Subway in between. 
What will they have to reminisce 
or compare to when they are 
adults? Perhaps in between 
all those stimulating activities 
is also time for thought and 
compassion. Just a half-hour or 
so for kids, and for ourselves.
Kids will be kids—if we let them
Julia
Siedlanowska
Staff Writer
Need to vent? Contact the editor at opinions@theotherpress.ca
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The remembrance of 
entertainment retailers 
Entertainment. What does the word even mean to us now? 
It seems like we have endless 
amounts of it everywhere we 
look. The idea of rental is now 
so preposterous and ancient that 
many consider it laughable. But 
it was only about two years ago 
that the iconic entertainment 
rental store, Blockbuster, vacated 
Canada. 
Although many transitioned 
to digital methods of enjoying 
movies, TV shows, and video 
games at the initial phase of 
the revolution, a fair number 
of customers relied not only on 
the movies but the complete 
Blockbuster experience for 
nightly entertainment. Now it’s 
official: the store will become 
a relic of North America. 
Blockbuster announced earlier 
this month that it would be 
shutting down the remaining 
300 stores in the US. Cut to 
credits. The Blockbuster story 
has its ending. It was inevitable, 
but it’s a tragedy for movie 
lovers. 
  Okay, so I’m being a bit 
dramatic, but think about the 
alternative; consider how we 
approach our entertainment 
today. Although my life is quite 
unique, I’m sure my process of 
selecting something to watch 
is not so different from yours. I 
come home from an exhausting 
day at work or school, sit down 
on my computer chair, couch, or 
bed, and log onto the Internet. 
If I have a movie or TV show 
in mind, great, I’ll seek it out 
as fast as I can via an online 
streaming website or a peer-to-
peer media sharing site, such as 
BitTorrent. 
But if I’m feeling symptoms 
of indecisiveness, which 
occurs more frequently than 
I want, I end up sitting at my 
computer scrolling through a 
list of movies, trapped in some 
sort of horrible movie poster 
vortex. I consult ratings and 
critic reviews, but that’s never 
enjoyable. I end up flustered and 
far from entertained. I’ll usually 
just surrender and end up on 
YouTube, or watching the news 
and sports highlights, or simply 
selecting something random, 
watching halfway through, 
getting bored, and then going to 
be bed early. 
Rarely do I feel invested 
in the movies I choose. I can 
just stop watvvching whenever 
I want to and not feel any 
regret because it didn’t cost 
me anything. Sure, that might 
not be a bad thing, because 
believe it or not there are a lot 
of shitty movies and TV shows 
out there. But committing 
to something helps viewers 
establish a relationship with 
the entertainment, like wearing 
a shirt that you bought for 
a special occasion. You’ll 
remember going to the store, 
picking it out, trying it on, and 
paying for it. That little magical 
spark is lost in the digital age. 
Downloading and streaming 
movies and TV shows is so 
instantaneous and ephemeral 
that we shrug our shoulders and 
just don’t care. 
In the end, technology 
will always win. That’s just 
the way the world works. But 
I believe we’ve lost a bit of our 
culture with the extinction of 
Blockbuster and other physical 
entertainment outlets. Although 
I was never a loyal customer, I 
feel we still need a centralized 
location for home entertainment 
outside of our living rooms. We 
need a place to browse, select, 
and talk about movies. Then we 
return home with the thrill of 
having a completed journey. 
I’m going to miss video 
stores. It’s a shame the next 
generation will not be able to 
appreciate the pleasures of 
walking down the many aisles, 
reminiscing about old films with 
others, and slipping the DVDs 
through the little slot at night 
hoping they don’t charge you 
an overdue fee. Yes, I’m going 
to miss video stores. Cue soft 
music and slowly fade to black.      
A eulogy for Blockbuster
Elliot
Chan
Opinions Editor
opinions@theotherpress.ca
Elliot
Chan
Opinions Editor
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The controversy behind 
Lorde’s feminism—and 
why she’s right
A singer’s been taking verbal swings at several 
popular artists: Lorde, a 
brutally honest feminist, has 
been criticized for her criticism 
of such artists as Selena 
Gomez, Taylor Swift, and Lana 
Del Rey—and Gomez ain’t 
happy about what Lorde’s 
been spouting.
With regards to Gomez’s 
song “Come & Get It,” Lorde 
said “I’m a feminist, and the 
theme of her song is, ‘When 
you’re ready come and get it 
from me.’ I’m sick of women 
being portrayed this way.”
Gomez responded, “That’s 
not feminism. [Lorde is] not 
supporting other women. 
That’s my honest opinion, 
that’s what I would say to her 
if I saw her.”
Gomez handled the 
situation very well, in the 
sense that most people will 
likely agree with her. The 
version of feminism that has 
been popularized for years—
most notably in the age of the 
Spice Girls—is that of love 
and support for your fellow 
woman, girl power, sisters 
standing together, and the like. 
While it may be the popular 
and seemingly ideal form of 
feminism, it’s not my version 
of feminism, and I’d like to go 
ahead and assume that it’s not 
Lorde’s version of feminism 
either.
Feminism isn’t about 
blind, blanket support. Being 
a feminist doesn’t mean 
agreeing with everything 
that women do; it means 
supporting women in their 
ability to say and do as they 
wish, and backing their 
messages if you actually do 
agree with them. Gomez can 
sing, act, and speak however 
she wants, but I don’t have 
to agree with her statements 
and actions, and neither does 
Lorde. Gomez is no more 
deserving of blind support 
than any other woman, 
feminist, or human being is. 
It’s that simple.
On the topic of Gomez’s 
song, a lot of people seem 
to have misunderstood why 
Lorde was criticizing it. On 
the YouTube channel Pop 
Trigger, the consensus was 
that Gomez was exploring her 
sexuality with the object of 
her affections, and that Lorde, 
when she’s older, will be more 
willing and able to explore her 
sexuality. She’ll understand, 
where she’s too young to 
comprehend sexuality as a 
youngin’ of 17 years.
I can’t speak for Lorde, 
obviously, but the issue I’ve 
had with Gomez’s song is 
that it sets her up as a passive 
object, waiting around to be 
acted upon. In the lyric, “when 
you’re ready, come and get it,” 
she literally refers to herself as 
an it—unless “it” refers to sex, 
which is a distinct possibility. 
Even then, though, the notion 
that sex with her is an “open 
invitation” takes away the 
option for her to change her 
mind, or not be in the mood, 
or decide that she’s tired of 
waiting around. Call me crazy, 
but I think it’s important to be 
able to change your mind if 
you decide that you do or you 
don’t want to have sex.
This is different from 
the generic brand of sexual 
objectification in which 
women are sexual scenery, 
or their value is tethered to 
their sexual abilities: in this 
case, Gomez’s role as a thing 
is blatantly stated. She tells 
you she’ll be waiting around 
until you’re ready to sex her 
up (“All day, all night, I’ll be 
waiting, standing by”)—and 
will assumedly go back to 
waiting until you’re ready to 
come and get it again. 
I have no problem with 
the exploration of sexuality. 
I have a problem with the 
notion that Gomez is singing 
about not living her life, or 
deciding that she’s no better 
than some dismissible object. 
That’s neither a positive 
message, nor one that I’m 
going to get behind.
I wholeheartedly feel 
that Gomez has every right 
to sing what she wants to 
sing, and believe what she 
wants to believe. I don’t 
support her song’s message, 
though, because her brand of 
feminism and empowerment 
reads a little too much like 
objectification to me. If Lorde’s 
criticism is based in some 
other logic, she still has every 
right to criticize Gomez’s 
message without it detracting 
from her status as a feminist. 
Lorde, don’t have mercy
Natalie
Serafini
Assistant Editor
assistant@theotherpress.ca
Sharon Miki, Senior Columnist
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E-commerce and lonesome 
shoppers celebrate 
Singles’ Day in China
While Canadians spent November 11 paying 
respect to those who fought 
for our country’s freedom, 
China celebrated the joys of 
bachelorhood with Singles’ 
Day. The holiday targets those 
without boyfriends, girlfriends, 
or life partners. Even though it 
might sound like a hoax to those 
lonely individuals, Singles’ Day 
is becoming a very popular 
event in China—a country 
burdened by the bachelor 
generation, the direct cause of 
the one-child policy introduced 
in the late ‘70s. 
Instead of pouting, whining, 
or crying, the Chinese singles 
have found a silver lining 
to their pathetic situation. 
Singles’ Day is now officially 
one of the largest shopping 
days of the year, and if there 
is a country that is able to buy 
happiness, it might as well be 
China. Although in previous 
years the holiday has slipped 
North American retailers’ radar, 
this year they jumped at the 
opportunity to reach out to a 
loveless audience. And what an 
audience it is: in a single day, 
the world’s largest populated 
country spent approximately 
$5.7-billion. 
Dreamt up by some college 
students in the ‘90s, Singles 
Day is an upsetting concept to 
many Westerners, including 
myself. Materialism is, above 
all else, an addiction. Most 
shoppers will tell you that they 
often feel a high when they 
make a purchase, especially if 
it was something they really 
wanted. They pay for it, bring it 
home, and bask in the euphoric 
sensation until the product gets 
old, collects dust on a shelf, and 
is ultimately forgotten. 
Sure, online shopping 
comes with a bit of novelty—the 
product you purchase arrives at 
your doorstep weeks after you 
order it, making it a surprise 
present to you from someone 
who cares. I think this very 
concept is poison, and the fact 
that the Chinese are promoting 
this cultural behaviour will be a 
devastating blow to their social 
morale. But if we know anything 
about our beloved friends to the 
east, they don’t care much about 
a healthy population as long as 
the economy is prospering. 
The fact that Singles’ Day 
exists is fine with me. There 
should be a day to celebrate 
those living an independent 
life, the same way there’s a day 
to celebrate those in romantic 
relationships, i.e. Valentine’s 
Day. 
But singles, why must it 
be a day to selfishly reward 
yourself for accomplishing 
nothing? Being alone is nothing 
to be proud of—anybody can be 
alone. Buying gifts for yourself 
might be a short-term solution, 
but I pity your life if Singles’ 
Day is the holiday you look 
forward to each year. 
Celebrate and party with 
other single friends, and rejoice 
in the fact that you are not 
tied down, but don’t allow big 
e-commerce companies to take 
advantage of your egocentric 
nature. Have some control, my 
dear lonely hearts of China, and 
stay strong; your prince will one 
day come for you and your new 
PS4. 
On women and 
cropped cuts
“I am not my hair. I am not this 
skin. I am a soul that lives within.” 
- India Arie
If you fervently follow celebrity news like I do, 
then you’re probably aware of 
the chop-happy craze that’s 
sweeping Hollywood: pixie cuts. 
From Anne Hathaway to Miley 
Cyrus to Pamela Anderson, 
many famous ladies have 
recently shorn their long locks in 
favour of hip, low-maintenance 
short hairstyles—and every time 
it happens, we’re barraged with 
waves of male complaints. Case 
in point? Jennifer Lawrence cut 
her hair this month, and the men 
of the Internet are losing their 
erections over it. 
Lindy West at Jezebel.
com summarized the post-cut 
reaction to Lawrence, citing a 
particularly snide article on the 
subject from MyBonerIsCrying.
com arguing that by cutting 
her hair, the 23-year-old Oscar-
winning actress is no longer 
sexually attractive: “[Guys 
would] only bang her [before 
her haircut] if she lost 10 
pounds. Now, shedding some 
lbs. might not even do it,” 
and that “if you’re a woman 
in your prime, short hair is an 
overwhelmingly bad idea.”
Okay. First of all: yeah, 
right, guy on the Internet, I’m 
sure you would have been kind 
enough to offer Lawrence the 
gift of your sexual prowess, 
but—drat!—without her hair, 
she’s out of luck. She’s probably 
really devastated about that as 
she continues winning in Hunger 
Games and taking selfies with 
her Academy Award. 
But beyond the 
ridiculousness of this one man’s 
view, statements like the one 
dissected on Jezebel echo the 
cave-person-like idea that we 
so often hear used casually by 
(mostly) men: girls with long 
hair = good, while girls with 
short hair = bad. I understand 
and agree that everyone is 
allowed their own opinions 
about what looks good to them 
and what they find attractive. 
For whatever reason, many 
people automatically equate 
long, flowing hair with feminine 
beauty. Fine, whatever, great.
What bothers me is the 
weird and commonly accepted 
phenomenon wherein people 
assume that if a woman cuts 
her hair short, she is either a) 
a lesbian b) a man-hater, or c) 
having a mental breakdown. 
News flash, boys: I can be and 
do all of these things even if 
my head hair is so long that it’s 
tickling my femur. 
And, as men vocalize 
these opinions and act as if the 
unattractiveness of short hair 
is an incontestable fact, more 
women who have short hair 
because they like it, or because 
they need to keep their hair 
short for work, or because they 
have lost their hair to illness 
may feel like they are less of a 
woman or like they have less 
self-worth. 
Making broad and vocal 
assumptions about the so-
called universal unattractiveness 
of a style or hair or colour of 
skin or shape of features is a 
subtle way to make people 
feel marginalized. If you don’t 
like a celebrity or a friend’s 
haircut, that’s fine. But don’t 
tell me that short hair is always 
a bad idea, because it’s an 
individual’s choice. Besides, 
judgmental dudes: have you 
ever considered that awesome 
women might be cutting their 
hair to weed out assholes like 
you from their lives?
Show how much you care about yourself
Short hair, who cares?
Elliot
Chan
Opinions Editor
opinions@theotherpress.ca
Sharon Miki, Senior Columnist
Making broad and vocal assumptions about the so-called universal 
unattractiveness of a style or hair or colour of skin or shape of features is a 
subtle way to make people feel marginalized.
Jennifer Laurence | Photo courtesy of www.laineygossip.com
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Men’s basketball wins 
back-to-back
The opening of the season was no walk in the park for 
the Royals, as they lost their 
first three games, but things 
are starting to look up. After 
Douglas pulled the chair out 
from underneath Columbia 
Bible College (CBC) in a seven-
point win, spirits were running 
high heading into their game 
against Kwantlen University. 
In the game, several players 
had remarkable stats, helping 
Douglas to a well-deserved win. 
Captain Andrew Baron led 
the attack with 18 points, nine 
rebounds, seven assists, and six 
steals. His performance set the 
tone for the game on both ends 
of the floor. Following Baron, 
rookie Grant Campbell had a 
breakout game with a season-
high 21 points which included 
hitting some clutch three-
pointers. Rounding out the rest 
of the team’s scoring were Ethan 
McKean with 12 points, Bradyn 
Norris with nine points, and 
Dan Ghag with eight points. 
“It was a pretty good game. 
We always have battles with 
Kwantlen and this time we 
came out fired up and ready to 
compete. We had a few mental 
breakdowns but other than 
that I thought we completely 
dominated. Having the crowd 
behind us is like playing six on 
five; they are unbelievable and 
raise our game to a different 
level,” said player of the game, 
Baron. 
The first half of the game 
was very much controlled by 
the Royals, with the home 
crowd behind them every step 
of the way. The team held the 
lead the entire game, though 
the first quarter was a bit of 
scramble. Douglas gave up a 
few uncontested opportunities 
at the basket, allowing the score 
to be much closer than it needed 
to be. The ball rotation was a 
bit of a struggle, but they were 
still able to put the ball in the 
hole. The Eagles scored a few 
points off of transition play, 
but Douglas still took the first 
quarter 22-19. 
The second quarter seemed 
much more competitive on 
both ends of the floor. The 
Eagles were desperate to catch 
the Royals, and Douglas was 
determined to put their foot 
down. Campbell shot a three 
that got the crowd out of their 
seats, while Baron sent some 
gorgeous passes in and out of 
the key. At half, the Royals were 
up five points.
In the third quarter, the 
intensity increased on the floor. 
McKean had a great assist, 
followed by another critical 
three from Campbell. The 
Royals began to creep away 
in the third, increasing their 
lead by 15 at one point. Going 
into the fourth, it was pretty 
clear Douglas was taking home 
another win in their gym. Final 
score: 81-66 for the Royals.
“I think we played well, 
coming off a mediocre game on 
Thursday against CBC. I came 
into this game looking to bounce 
back and I think I did. The team 
played great as well—everyone 
was contributing. Guys on the 
court were hustling and the 
guys on the bench were keeping 
the energy level high. It was 
great to see. It was a great team 
win,” said Campbell.
Men’s soccer medals 
at Nationals
Medalling at the Canadian Collegiate Athletic 
Association (CCAA) Soccer 
Championship is no easy 
task. Teams first have to slog 
through their seasons to qualify 
for the playoffs. If they make 
it to Provincials, they have to 
make it to at least the final to 
book a ticket to the National 
Championship. And after all 
that, if there’s anything left in 
the tank, they have to face off 
against the top eight teams in 
the country. This year, while 
the squad had their sights set 
on gold, the Royals can’t be too 
upset with bronze medals.
“We faced all kinds of 
adversity throughout the week 
and I am impressed with our 
performance. It is extremely hard 
to bounce back from a loss, but 
we managed to do it and come 
back with bronze,” said keeper 
Marc Mincieli.
That loss was the 
tournament opener against the 
Northern Alberta Institute of 
Technology (NAIT) Ooks. “It 
was one of those games where 
we couldn’t score if our lives 
depended on it. We missed 
chance after chance after chance 
to put it away early, and they 
capitalized the first chance they 
got,” said coach Robby Toor. 
That first opportunity for 
NAIT came 45 seconds into the 
second half. NAIT put away a 
penalty kick midway through 
the half to bring the score to 2-0 
and the Royals couldn’t get back 
into it. 
“We still had chances, but it 
just didn’t fall that way for us,” 
said coach Toor.
The next match was against 
the host team, the University 
of New Brunswick (UNB) 
Seawolves. The game started 
off similarly to the loss to NAIT, 
with Douglas unable to find the 
back of the net early on. The 
Royals fell behind 1-0 and then 
watched things go from bad to 
worse when Mincieli picked up 
a red card. Unwilling to throw in 
the towel, the Royals came out 
of half-time re-energized. Three 
unanswered goals placed them 
firmly in the driver’s seat, and 
while UNB tried to claw back 
into the game, their second of the 
game was too little, too late.
In the bronze semi-final, 
the team took on the MacEwan 
University Griffins. 
“It was probably one of 
our most complete games of 
the tournament. They were the 
Alberta champs and we really 
took it to them,” remarked Toor. 
And take it to them they 
did, the final score being 4-1, 
despite Douglas having only 
nine players on the pitch at the 
end of the game due to injuries 
and rest for the bronze final.
To finish the tournament, 
the Royals took on a familiar 
foe, once again facing NAIT. The 
game finished 1-1 in regulation 
before Douglas took it in penalty 
kicks. 
“It was the same kind of 
story as the first game. We have 
bad luck against NAIT this year 
it seems. It went back and forth 
and ended up going to PK’s 
with them… we won our first 
PK’s as a men’s Douglas College 
soccer team… in history? The 
last 15 years?” said coach Paul 
Bahia with a laugh. “It was a 
good win for us. Very good for 
the boys to bounce back after 
that first loss and bring home a 
medal.” 
Mincieli also expressed his 
pleasure about the bronze. “We 
were excited to get a rematch 
versus NAIT for the bronze 
medal. We all felt a sense of 
relief with the win and made the 
trip back much more enjoyable.”
It’s the end of the road for 
the Royals season, and for some, 
like Mincieli, the end of their 
careers in a Douglas uniform. 
Of the final game against NAIT, 
Mincieli commented that it was, 
“Capping off what can only 
be described as an emotional 
roller coaster as a Douglas 
athlete,” before finishing, “And 
I wouldn’t have it any other 
way.”
For the rest of the squad 
they can start looking forward 
to next season. And with a team 
that saw considerable success 
even though it was comprised 
of a great number of rookies, 
coach Bahia was clear he likes 
what the future may hold. “We 
feel the program is definitely 
going in the right direction. 
A lot of rookies came in and 
played huge roles and next year 
the majority of them will be all 
back and they’re going to have 
that one year of playing college 
soccer under their belts so they’ll 
be that much more valuable. 
Plus we have a lot of core third 
and fourth year players coming 
back. So hopefully get back to 
Nationals in Toronto next year 
and get a chance to play for that 
gold.”
The bronze age
Double dunking
Eric
Wilkins
Sports Editor
sports@theotherpress.ca
Courtnie
Martin
Sports Reporter
Douglas College men’s soccer team | Photo courtesy of www.ccaa.ca
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Women’s basketball 
drops Kwantlen
Every team needs some time to come together. 
Results don’t always come 
immediately and the process 
isn’t always fun to watch. 
However, on the evening of 
November 16, the women’s 
basketball team showed they 
are well on their way.
“I think we’re definitely 
on the rise right now. We had 
a really rough start but I think 
we’ve improved a lot within 
the last couple of weeks. So 
if this keeps up, I think we’re 
going to go really far,” said 
Garaline Tom of the squad’s 
recent performance.
The first half was a tightly 
contested affair with neither 
side holding more than a six-
point lead at any given time. 
Some turnovers would lead 
to coach Curtis Nelson later 
describing the matchup as, “a 
little sloppy on both sides—
typical of an early season 
game. But a lot of good play as 
well.” 
Regardless of mistakes on 
the court, the Royals finished 
the half strongly, with Chloe 
Kennedy knocking down a big 
three near the end to put them 
up 33-27.
The Royals surrendered 
the first points of the second 
half, allowing the Eagles 
within three, before a run of 
strong play led to a seven-
point cushion. Kwantlen took 
advantage of a lapse shortly 
after, though, managing to 
tie the game at 42—that was 
as close as they would get to 
a lead for rest of the night. 
Lauren Sollero and Kennedy 
helped the team pull away 
with a pair of three’s before 
seeing the quarter finish with a 
scoreless run for both sides: 48-
44. The fourth again showed 
some jitters for the teams, but 
the host Royals managed to 
maintain both their lead and 
their confidence. 
Kennedy commented that, 
“We kind of broke down at the 
end. Started making mistakes 
that we don’t usually make. 
But we pulled through in the 
end.” 
With the score 57-54 and 
under a minute left in the 
game, Adelia Paul coolly 
drained two free throws to 
secure the win. Final score: 
Douglas 63 – Kwantlen 54.
“I felt like we had a 
combined team effort but we 
had certain players that really 
stepped up their game. I think 
our rookies are really starting 
to figure it out and come into 
their roles on the team so that’s 
really helping us out too,” said 
Sollero.
Coach Nelson was also 
pleased with the effort and the 
direction the team is taking. “I 
thought our girls did a great 
job of gutting out the effort… 
if you have a good effort and 
a good mindset then you’re 
probably going to end up in 
a good spot. There was some 
brilliant play today. And we 
shot the ball a little bit better 
tonight. The first three games 
of the season I think we were 
shooting low 20 per cent—
you’re not going to win taking 
90 shots in a game but you’re 
only hitting 18 or 20 of them. 
The last two games that we’ve 
had we’ve been hitting shots.”
As to the season in 
general, he remarked, “I think 
they’re finding themselves. 
We’re pretty hit with injury 
right now, so I think early 
in the season the injury bug 
played a pretty big role in 
where we were. Of course, the 
other teams were ready to play 
us. We played, out of the first 
three games, two teams that 
are ranked in the top 15 in the 
country.”
Nelson also said of the 0-3 
start, “Losses are not a bad 
thing in among themselves if 
you take the right things out 
of them.” Now that the team is 
riding a two-game win streak, 
signs seem to indicate that the 
squad is doing just that. 
Player of the Game:  Chloe Kennedy (#6)
Eric
Wilkins
Sports Editor
sports@theotherpress.ca
Where Eagles dare
Douglas College women’s basketball team | Photo courtesy of Eric Wilkins 
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Men’s volleyball takes 
out Bearcats
Late afternoon on November 16 saw the 
Columbia Bible College (CBC) 
Bearcats pay a visit to Douglas 
College. Fresh off a loss on 
November 15 against the 
same team, the Royals looked 
determined not to see the same 
result—determination that 
would pay off. With a quick, 
“DC!” the squad took to the 
court.
“Obviously I feel like it 
was good for the group to 
show some resiliency. I mean 
obviously we started out okay 
yesterday, but overall we 
didn’t play a great match. It 
was definitely important for 
the guys to come back with a 
better effort. So I thought they 
responded appropriately for 
sure,” said coach Brad Hudson 
following the win.
CBC took the first point of 
the game, but not the first set; 
after a tight start with some 
early lead changes, Douglas 
set the tone for the rest of the 
afternoon by going on top 
14-13 and then holding at 
least a two-point cushion for 
the rest of the set. It would 
finish 25-22. The Royals also 
took the second, putting up a 
25-23 scoreline. CBC wasn’t 
about to roll over without 
a fight though. The third 
saw the Bearcats dominate, 
constantly holding a five-
point lead or more before 
eventually winning 25-17. In 
the fourth, the Royals came 
out rejuvenated and back to 
their early game form. After 
Douglas jumped out to a 7-3 
lead, the Bearcats tried to slow 
their momentum and gather 
themselves with a timeout; 
it wouldn’t be enough. CBC 
drew within two at one point, 
but that was it, with the Royals 
keeping themselves at least 
four points up for the rest of 
the set—eventually taking it 
25-21.
“I thought it was a good 
bounce back from last game. 
We had a lot more energy and 
were more consistent. Fewer 
errors and stayed pretty good 
through the whole way,” said 
Angus Ireland. “To lose in 
four last night and then to beat 
them in four tonight really 
showed how tough we are and 
how we can stay positive.”
Coach Hudson 
commented on what the bye 
week did for the team. “I 
thought it was really good for 
us. It came after the Cranbrook 
weekend which was 27 hours 
on the bus, so it was good to 
have that. But at the same time 
I feel like we were able to put 
some really good work in and 
address issues that had come 
up over the course of the first 
semester and I feel like we 
definitely improved from it.” 
With the team now sitting 
at 5-5, Hudson left off with 
his opinion on the team’s 
development. “There’s no 
questioning the heart or the 
character of the group. But 
obviously with, not just young 
players, but maybe new roles 
and responsibilities for guys 
that are back as well then 
there’s definitely probably 
more ups and downs than any 
coach would like. But at the 
same time, I know it’s a good 
group so I feel like we’ll keep 
putting in good work and 
we’ll get where we want to 
go.”
Serving up a win
Eric
Wilkins
Sports Editor
sports@theotherpress.ca
Douglas College men’s volleyball team | Photo courtesy of Courtnie Marin
Women’s volleyball loses 
to CBC after battling out 
a win the previous night
The women’s volleyball team picked up a win against 
Columbia Bible College (CBC) 
on November 15, so on the 
afternoon of November 16 
the defeated Bearcats came 
out amped up and ready for 
retaliation. As a result, they 
quickly answered to their 
beating the previous night, 
taking the first set. The Royals 
struggled defending their 
spike due to breakdowns 
in communication. Libero 
Ilaina Hecimovic kept the 
team motivated and was their 
headstrong voice throughout. 
The team attempted to come 
back, but proved to be no 
match for the Bearcats, falling 
25-13. 
The second set was very 
much the same pace, though 
the Royals put up a few points 
early, giving them an initial 
lead in the set. Rachelle Flores 
was a major contributor to 
this surge with a back-to-back 
deuce. The Bearcats called a 
quick timeout to try and stem 
the flow and it worked. The 
course of the game changed 
drastically, going tit for tat on 
the scoreboard. The second set 
ended when the Royals blocked 
a spike out of bounds. CBC 
took it 25-23. 
After losing the first two 
sets, the Royals were desperate 
to make a comeback in the 
third, but CBC showed no signs 
of letting up. They continued 
to benefit off of defensive 
breakdowns. The Royals 
created incredible saves in the 
final set and Kalena Connors 
made a few much needed aces 
on the floor, but it was not 
enough to send the game into a 
fourth set as CBC won 25-19.  
The Royals appeared 
extremely disappointed in 
their performance after a well-
played game the previous 
night. 
“It was a good learning 
experience because we have 
four starters that are first years. 
They are learning that on back-
to-back headers they have to 
play at their level 10 both days. 
Kalena came through when 
we were down. I was very 
impressed with her aggressive 
serving and great presence 
at the net,” said coach Kyra 
Iannone.
“We kind of let this game 
slip through our fingers, but we 
definitely learned from it and 
we plan on using this learning 
experience towards our game 
next week against VIU,” said 
Flores. 
Take it with a grain of salt
Courtnie
Martin
Sports Reporter It was a good learning experience because we have four starters that are 
first years. They are learning that on back-to-back headers they have to play 
at their level 10 both days. Kalena came through when we were down. I was 
very impressed with her aggressive serving and great presence at the net,” 
said coach Kyra Iannone.  
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Citizens warned to stay 
at home and ‘not buy so 
much unnecessary crap’
Local meteorologists are warning residents of the 
Lower Mainland to stay at 
home this upcoming weekend, 
as the hurricane being dubbed 
‘Commercialism’ is expected 
to touch down on late Friday 
afternoon.
“What we’re seeing here is 
an intense, low pressure buildup 
occurring over the downtown 
of Vancouver, particularly 
around Harbour Centre where 
a slew of new stores have 
reportedly just opened in time 
for the holidays,” said local 
meteorologist Candice Pinkerton 
during a morning broadcast on 
Monday. “Once enough warm 
water vapour has accumulated 
by the strong winds, the entire 
Lower Mainland will be in for 
one hell of a ride.”
Despite several efforts put 
in place by the city of Vancouver 
to effectively prepare against 
hurricanes, such as hurricane-
resistant architecture and 
“vertical evacuation” shelters 
built to reduce the loss of life, 
meteorologists have confirmed 
through extensive research of 
previous hurricane activity on 
the West Coast, and were hoping 
to use the information gathered 
to help prepare the population.
Areas expected to be hit 
the hardest by Hurricane 
Commercialism are Granville 
Street, Commercial Drive, 
Main Street, Metrotown 
Mall, and Lougheed Town 
Centre. Meteorologists are 
warning people living in the 
aforementioned areas to flee 
their homes immediately and to 
avoid stopping at Target along 
the way for new throw pillows.
“We’re encouraging 
residents who live around 
those areas to possibly stay 
with a friend in one of the 
more commercially desolate 
areas of Vancouver,” advised 
city councilman Robert Shue 
in a press conference Tuesday 
afternoon. “Like Marpole or 
perhaps towards the south 
eastern part of the city. There’s 
nothing over there, so people 
should feel safe knowing that 
they won’t be spending their 
money on frivolous purchases.”
Hurricane Commercialism 
is expected to last for the next 
one to two months, depending 
on how long businesses hope to 
squeeze blood out of the holiday 
stones known as Christmas and 
Boxing Week.
“To be quite honest with 
you,” Shue continued, “I believe 
this pending disaster could have 
been avoided if we’d taken the 
proper precautions. If more 
people were encouraged to buy 
gift cards or maybe shop using 
Etsy, we wouldn’t be faced with 
this kind of situation.”
Meteorologists have been 
warning of such an impending 
disaster for years, saying that 
the West Coast, BC in particular, 
has been long overdue for “the 
big one”—referring, of course, 
to a hurricane. Earlier reports 
have put the likelihood of a 
hurricane like Commercialism 
at somewhere between a 10 and 
15 per cent chance of happening 
in the next 50 years—predictions 
that now seem rather optimistic.
Meteorologists predict Hurricane Commercialism 
to touch down in Lower Mainland
Brody Steves, Contributor
Laugh out loud hilarious? Contact the editor at humour@theotherpress.ca
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Scientists may have finally 
found out why it gets 
dark outside at night
A breaking scientific discovery has been reported: the 
reason it gets dark outside is 
that the sun gets eaten by a 
monster everyday. Max Colton, 
age 5, has been credited as the 
founder of this discovery.
“The reason there’s light 
during the day is that the sun 
hasn’t been eaten yet. The 
monster only comes out at night 
to eat the sun.”
 Dr. Harry Colton, proud 
father and meteorologist, gave a 
comment: “Finally, a theory that 
makes sense. Now we won’t 
have to spend $30-million trying 
to figure out why it gets dark at 
night. A lot of people said that 
that the Earth revolves around 
the sun making some areas 
darker, but the Earth doesn’t 
seem be revolving from space. 
Therefore, my son’s theory is 
sound.”
When asked to describe the 
sun-eating monster, Max gave a 
detailed description. “It’s green 
with a long snake’s body and 
it has purple polka dots on its 
body. It has sharp teeth, which 
are perfect for eating the sun, 
and it wears red sneakers. It 
can also change into a human 
form just like a transformer and 
its human name is Kim-Il-Sun. 
That’s the name of the guy I 
saw on the news once. He had 
binoculars which prevented him 
from being blinded by the sun, 
but he was looking down. The 
sun is up in the sky, not down! 
Silly monster.”
Thanks to this scientific 
breakthrough, Max Colton is 
now richer than Justin Bieber. 
That’s something we can all be 
proud of.
By Joel McCarthy, Graphics Manager
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcrXH0ytIc8
It’s a shame that zombie movies mainly feature the walking 
dead as antagonists. 28 Geeks Later is not one of those movies. 
It follows a zombie buddy combo as they look for food and 
fight about the logistics of their post-apocalyptic zombie 
world.
‘It gets dark outside because 
the sun gets eaten by a 
monster,’ says five-year-old
Livia
Turnbull
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Claims Ashley Madison is 
‘too much like a porno’
A Manitoban man is suing the infamous affair website 
Ashley Madison for having too 
many profiles of sexy women. 
John Mitch, 45, has asked 
the website to add a touch of 
realism to their profiles.
“When I want an affair, I 
have to make sure I’m doing it 
with someone unattractive, like 
a crazy cat lady or something,” 
says Mitch. “Otherwise, all I’m 
doing is pretending like I’m 
watching one of my pornos.”
Ashley Madison has yet 
to comment on the issue, as 
they are too busy dealing with 
another lawsuit involving a 
woman getting carpel tunnel 
syndrome while being paid to 
create sexy profiles for the site.
 “These profiles are fake,” 
says Mitch. “I know they are 
because I don’t buy the fact that 
an 18-year-old college student 
would have sex with married 
men to pay off her student 
loans. C’mon, that’s basically 
the plot to College Girls with Big 
Busts and Little Funds!”
“I would recommend 
watching that as it shows what 
not do when making sexy 
profiles for an affair website,” 
Mitch adds. “I mean, put 
some desperate single profiles 
on there! And not sexy ones 
either! Don’t people have any 
shame anymore? How can 
they even understand my porn 
addiction?!”      
The Other Press would like 
to offer condolences to Mitch’s 
wife for putting up with his 
porn addiction for so long.
Man sues dating site for having too many profiles of sexy, single women
Livia
Turnbull
Humour Editor
humour@theotherpress.ca
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